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The Woodworkers Museum will have a range of attractions including the bush sawmill boiler & engines, a miniature mock up Mary Ann Locomotive , Blacksmith demonstrations, a 2.5hp Clayton Shuttleworth steam engine, Woodworkers demonstrations , chainsaw carving, Springboard cutting & champion axeman demonstrations and much more. 





Manager for the Woodworks Museum Louise Parmenter says “Yesteryears Woodworks Museum is steaming into the future with new additions and activities, along with several competitions open to the public. We are excited to have the steam sawmill boiler and engines certified and running. There will be champion woodchoppers & charismatic demonstrators to show off their talents and tell their stories to Festival goers. A special feature that we think will attract a lot of attention will be the mobile sawmilling competition on the Saturday and Sunday, followed by an auction of the timbers at 1pm on the Sunday.”  





One of the highlights of the festival will include rides on the unique ‘� HYPERLINK "http://www.gympieultimatesteam.com/the-mary-ann.htm" �Mary Ann�” a full size replica of an 1873 timber line steam engine. This is a faithful replica of the first steam locomotive built in Queensland in 1873, serving on timber lines in Cooloola National Park. Based in Maryborough, and operated by Volunteers, the replica is on its second visit to Gympie, running on Rattler rails north from Gympie in open carriages made from timbers once hauled by the original MaryAnn. Enjoy a gentle ride on this beautiful machinery. The Mary Ann, will take passengers on local trips every 40 minutes all day on Sunday and Monday departing from the Old Gympie Station. 





Tickets are now available for this great family event showcasing some of our local tourist attractions. The Ultimate Steam Festival Ticket is excellent value and includes a three hour Valley Rattler steam train ride, half hour Mary Ann experience and unlimited entry into the Gympie Gold Mining & Historical Museum and the Woodworks Museum over the four days. The price for the Ultimate Steam Festival Ticket is $57 per Adult and $29.50 per Child, or individual venue tickets can be purchased. Concession and group discounts are also available. Book now by phoning 07 5482 2750 or go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.gympieultimatesteam.com" �www.gympieultimatesteam.com�.




















 











Media Release


Friday 19th March 2010


Gympie’s Ultimate Steam Festival: 9th – 12th April


Come and experience Gympie’s Ultimate Steam Festival which will be held the 9th to12th April. This huge four day festival incorporates three venues demonstrating all aspects of steam driven transport and industry as well as plenty of entertainment to keep the whole family entertained.





Two heritage train rides plus four days of unique and entertaining activities at two museums make this festival great value for money. There will be everything from unique steam engine displays, to blacksmithing and chainsaw carving, to a collection of talented musicians from around the region to entertain the crowd across the three venues.





General Manager for the Valley Rattler, Jim Walker says “The Ultimate Steam Festival is a unique opportunity to see the 19th Century industrial revolution in live hissing and snorting action.”





The Valley Rattler will operate half day steam tours over the four days which will depart from the historic Old Gympie Railway Station.  The steam train will travel to Amamoor and Dagun Stations where passengers can marvel at the splendor of the stations, restored to capture the original character of the early 1900’s. Enjoy arts and crafts, wine and cheese tastings and local produce. The morning tour departs Old Gympie Station at 9:30am and arrives back at 12:30pm. The afternoon tour departs Old Gympie Station at 1:45pm and arrives back at 4:45pm. 





The Gold Mining and Woodworks Museums will have a wide range of displays and dioramas open to the participants, while refreshments will be available at all sites, and entertainment for those in need of some relaxation. 





The Gold Mining Museum will be celebrating the Ultimate Steam Festival with not only the usual steam powered gold mining related equipment, but adding to the spectacle will be two genuine steam rollers as well as a portable steam engine and a smaller boiler and engines from steam powered launches. We are fortunate to have this machinery thanks to the loan by local collectors and the preparation by Society volunteers. The green roller is a 1925 Marshall 8 ton "S" type and the red one is a 1952 Albreagh. Both of these are courtesy of the Queensland Steam and Vintage Machinery Society. Gold Mining Museum spokesperson, Ralph Richardson, states “If there are still steam enthusiasts with models or full size machines, you are welcome to exhibit and demonstrate them.”








