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Great Sandy Biosphere Success

The Great Sandy region was today declared as a Biosphere reserve. At its meeting in
Korea, UNESCO's International Co-ordinating Council of the Man and the Biosphere
program today resolved to accept the nomination.

The decision means that residents of Gympie, Maryborough, Hervey Bay, and nearby
areas including Fraser Island now live in the “Great Sandy Biosphere” reserve. The 370
page nomination was submitted to UNESCO in September last year by the Burnett Mary
Regional Group after approval from all levels of government.

Chairman of the Group, Russell Stewart, said he was delighted with the success of the
nomination.”“It's a real coup for our region and for Australia,” he said. “It gives worldwide
recognition of the outstanding natural beauty and high levels of biodiversity that we
sometimes take for granted.” The International Co-ordinating Council considered 35
nominations from throughout the world, but the Great Sandy Biosphere was the only
one from Australia in this round.

The decision has been welcomed by international conservation organisation Fauna and
Flora International. Mark Rose, CEO of Fauna & Flora International said “This award puts
the Great Sandy firmly on the global conservation map.” “From Humpback whales to
Cooloola monsters, the new Biosphere is a jewel in the crown of Australia’s natural
wonders and Fauna & Flora International congratulates the team behind the bid.”
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High resolution photos and a map can be found at the following web address:
www.sharky-web.com/bmrg/Biosphere
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